"9-30 


' FR - p I] 
” n «", ..) 
4:20 4-72" 

a 
. 4 


_— Wot 
A Letter to. a Perſon of Honour, concerning the” 
SLACK SST 

My Lord, | £1143] 
> Ou are pleaſed to command me to give you ſome account of the. 
- Fonndation of that Report whichhath arrived with you gon- 
cerning a Black Box ; and withall to let yon know how Sir Gil- 
beyt Gerard acquitted himſelf at his appearance before thcKing and Coun- 
cel in reference to that affair. © As to the firlt, I muſt crave leave to di- + 
ſinguiſh berwixt what is material 1n that baltneſs, and what is meerly 
circumſtantial, and ſerveth only by way of purad. Your Lordſhip , 
whoſe converſation bath given 5 ou great advantages of knowing the re- 
ports of the World in relation to the Kings Marriage with rhe Duke of 


. Monmonths Mother, can ealily vecollect that there was neyer ſo muctras 


a ſuggeſtion given out, till of Jate, of any ſuch thing as a Black. Box,nor' 
of a Writing importihg a Contract conſigned by the late Laxghaf Durham: 
£0 the Cuſtody of Sir Gilbert Gerard, And had there been ary rhing of 
that confequence' committet to andentruſted with him, he is borha per-" 


ſon of that Honour and. Courape as to have dar'd to have own'd and 


juſtified ir ; and a Gentleman of that diſcrction and wiſdom that he wouls 
ere this have acquainte! the Parliathent with it, to w om both the-Cop-" 
niſance and Dcciſion of a matter of ſo grand importance dv proper ly'b&-" 
long. But in truth; the whole reterting tothe Black Box, 152 tneer Ro»! 


- mance, purpoſely invented to ſham and ridicule the bufineſs ofthe Mar® * 


riaze, Which indeed hath no rclation to it. For they who' jiidg 4-tt*con- 
ductble to their prefent Intereſt to have the D. of 27's," Title to the 
Crown nor only diſcredited but expoſed, thought ir neeeſfary; inſtead. 
of nakedly cnquiring whether he be the Xings Legitimate or only Iatu- 
ral Son; to bring ufotithe Stage a circumſtance no. way annexed: with - 
ir, ſuppoting thar this being- found- a Fable, the Xxriage it TelFof the /* 
X. with the ſaid D's. Mother, would have undergone the-Jame Confures | 

But by. what I do perceive'they were miſtaken in their meaſures; ſeeing *. 
moſt men know how to ſeparate what-rhey endeavoured {9 artificiallyto' : 
have interwoven. And a[l that T can' appxehend they are like to get by 


e 


it 1s, theraifing a Devil theywill-noteaulylayy © SIO 
For, My Lord, it is in the firft place apparent, that the farting of this 
Eufmefs 1st be wholly aſcribed to ri;s Duke if York, ard theſe under whoſe 
Condutt he regulates himſelf and his conceriiss Had any*bhers been the 
firſt movers in «t, you'may be ſure they whiild never bave werrered 7 before 
7he Councel, as it is now infltenced and monlded ; but they would hat 
waited till the fitting of the. Parliament, where they might expes: norhins 
buz Tinpartiality and Fultice. A : 1 
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In the ſecond Place, The wery . 8. that any beſides the D. of Y. doth 
fo much as pretend a Title tothe Crown, will operate with many to a belief, that 
i « not without reaſon that he doth ſo. Por the onily way to unde- 
ccive men in a matter of vain and groundleſs credulity, i to neplett and de- 
ſpife them ; whereas all endeavours to convince them, do but conribute to the 
Shar ther in their faith, What will the People ſay ? Bur that if 
the D, of M, were not Legitimate Heir wouid the Papiſts, by whoſe Inſpirations 
the D. of Y. governs himſelf, ſoeffeually beſtir themſelves as to deſire that an 
affair of ſo vaſt mportance, and wherein the whole Kingdom xs conerned, ſhould 
. be judged of by twenty or thirty perſons, who bave neither Legiſlative nor Fu 
dicial power. 

Ard inthe third Place, Should they eompaſs all that they can propoſe to 
themſelves from the Board, yet it would noway advantage the D. of Y . nox 
give the leaſt prejudice to the D. of M, providing his Claim be juſt, and can 
be evidenced 0 be ſo befaze the great Repreſentative of the Nation. For beyond 
all peradventire, theſe things howſoever reſolved upon and determined at the 
Councel, will be called over again by the Parliament. Nor will the Opinion 
of the Table,ballance that great and wiſe Body to judge otherwiſe, than as their 
Conſcieuces, upon a hearing of the whole matter, ſhall oblige them. And of 
what litthe ſeg cancy the Reſolves of the Councel, thougo ſfamped and en 
forced with the Authority of a King, are #0 the impoſing @ Supream Ruler 
pon the Nation, when 4 Legal Claim lyes in Oppoſirion, we are ſufficiently in- 

rutted by the Inſtance of Jane Gray, though 4 Lady of thoſe Endowments 
which few of either ſux ever parallePd, and recommended at that time to the 
Nation by many Enducements and 1ottves, 

Inthe fourth Place, 7 he method of mannaging this Afﬀair. gives us more 
furprize than a'l the rift, and ſeems wholly Calculated, to Intricate matters, 
rather than clear them, For your Lordſhip and all others, who are Maſters of 
that ſenſe which you poſſeſs, world be realy to conceive. that the main, if nes 
the only thing inquired into, ſhould be, Whether the King was really Mar- 
riedunto Madam Walters, and whether the D. of 4. was Born in lawful 
Wedlock ? But in ſtead of this, all the mighty Inquiſition hath been, Whe- 
ther this or that perſon hard of a Black Box, or of a ContraCt referring to 


the Kings Marriage with that Lixdy, committed to. the keeping of Sir GiÞ- * 


bert Gerard, Now what # all thi to the veality of the Marria:e, ſeeing it 
wtght be tranſafted, as moſt other Marriages are, In verdis de preſenti, and 
of which. no ther Proof can. be expefted beſides the Teſtimony of ſuch as were 
9r ena project IE 

ifthly, The perſons whom they hawe in this whole matter {ſummoned beſore 
ahem and examined, add: ts the [uſpition and encreaf. eth the aſtoniſhment, Foy 
People whothink.conzruwnſly to the ſubjefF before them, had conceived, w_ 


a} _ - _ 


o 
——_—_ — 


= 
—_—_ — 


a? —_— _ 


(3). Ne. = 
the main Scrutiny would have been either in reference to the Aſſurances gt. 
ven to the Cornreſs of Weems concerning the Legitimacy of the D. of AL, 
before ſhe diſpoſed her Danyhcer in Marriage to him, or elſe that all tte 
Examinations relating to this bulineſs would have becn principally con- 
fined to thoſe who were beyond Sea with the King when this Marriage is 
ſuppoſed to bave happen'd. Bt all this ſeems to have been induſtruuſly 
waved, and in the room of theſe, a few perſons have been brought before, and 
Interrogated by the Counſel,who could never be ſuppoſed tohave heardother- 
wiſe of it than by way of vulgar tattle. And as 1 dare boldly affirm, that 
there u noone perſon who is accuſtomed to the fellowſhip of the Town, who 
hath not heard of ſuch a «Marriage, ſo it 18 uncontroulably known, That 
there was i Olivers time, a Letter intercepted from the King, to the ſaid 
Lady, then in the Tower, ſuperſcribed, to his Wife. Nor & it unknown 
with what homage the Kings party in England, art that time paid 
their Devotion end teſtified their Obedience to her. For as they adareſſed 
her upon the Knee, ſo by that aud many other Symbols, they x ras thas 
they ejtcemed her for no leſs than the lawful Wife of their King and Maſter: 

Sixchly, *Tis of no great concernment, who is the immediate apparent 
Heir in the Regal Line,if we do but conſider that the Parliament of England 
hath often provided a Succeſſor to the Governmeat, when the Intereſt of the 
Publick, hath required it, without the leaſt regard to ſuch Panttilio's. They 
who preferred William Rufus, ad Henry tbe 1/3. to Robert, though Eldejt 
Son of Will'am the Conqucrour, what can they not ao when weighty Rea- 
fons and Cauſes influence them unto it * And they who advanced Stephen 
before Maud, and Jobn before his Eldeft Brothers Son, can they not, when 
the Saſety of tyre Kingdem requireth it, put the Scepter into whoſe hands 
they pleaſe. Nor hath Baſtardy it ſelf been an Obſjtruition to the confering 
of the Crown upon a perſon, provided all things elſe have correſponded with 
the deſires ana Humours of the People, For not onl Athelſtan, the Gregt 
Saxon King, was ſch, but Q. Mary or Q. Elizabeth, muſt be ſo Blazon'd, 
and yet all three were Exal:ed to the Regal Throne. And two of them, not 
only approved themſelves worthy of the Truſt repoſed in them, but have con« 
ſigned down that ſtock of Fame and Credit, which few attaining unto, bath 
left a Reproacn upon mojt rinces who have ſucceeded them. Even Henry 
the 7th, ( from whom our King derives bis Title and Right of Succeſſion ) 
ſprung from a Baſtard, who had nothing to render him capable to conveigh 
a Claim to hys Poſterity, but that he was made Legitimate by Parliament, 

Seventh'y. The Councel had done a_ thing grateful to the Nation, and 
conſonant to their Oathes and Duty, if im ſtead of attempting to eſtabliſh the 
Dake of York as Heir apparent, they had examined, Whether, notwith- 
ſtanding his Affinity to the King, he ak not by manifeld Treaſons 4g4inſ 

2 i 


j2 > RJ | 
- #be Perſon of his Majeſty, as well as againſt the Government, forfeited his 
Life to juſtice, and made himſelf obnoxious to a Scaffold, while he is pre= 
zending to a Thorne. He ts yet a Subjett, and accountable for the Breach 
of the Laws, and why hu Crimes ſhould find ſbelter in his Greatneſs, I know 
mot. 'Tus in vain to pretend to the Right of Succelſion, when his T reaſons 
were a Self Depoſition, were he attually Regnant. Whoſoever Conſpires 
againſt any one part of the Conſtitution, forfeits all he can Claim by any other 
branch of it. To be accefiory to a Plot for the deſtruttion of the People, ts to 
abdicate himſelf from all Legal pretences of Reigning over them. Now the 
being ſeduced, and ſeducing ſo many of his Majeſties Subjects from the eſta: 
bliſh:d Religion, to thatof Popery, is Treaſon by two Statutes, viz, Eliz 22 1. 
Jam, 3. 4. And for which ( ſay the words of the Stat. ) 1 hey hall fortit as 
in caſes of High Treaſon As the late Proclamation by King and Council 
bath alſo fiigmpieantly diclareds The countenancing the Burning of London, 
the endeavouring to alter the limited Monarchy into a Deſpotick Rule, and 
- #he combining with the Papiſts in all the parts of the Late Plot, make him 
Lyable to the Ax, while he ts aſpiring to a Scepter. 


Eighthly, A more unaccountable thing yet than all the former #, to ſee. 


zhe King ſo far concern himſelf in having the Succeſſion declared and deter- 
mined. For it is not uſual to find a Prince appear in favour of a Brother, 
when ſo many are in the Belief, that he hath a Legitimate Son of his own. 
any Kings have endeavoured the advancement of their Baitard Children, 
to the excluſion of their neareſt Relations of the right Blood ; Only Charles 
the 24. will be the firſt on the File of Hiſtory, that when nothing but his bare 
Word was needful to the ſetling his Dominions on his Son as Legitimately 
born, He alone, and in the face of ſtrong ſuſpitions tothe contrary, would 
3n{inuate him to be only ;zs Natural Son, and for no other reaſon but that 
be would gratify bu greateſt Enemies. I'm ſure we read of few Kings that 
ever gave any great Countenance to their Brethren, when they were their 
preſumptive Heirs, though in the mean time they would not deprive them of 
their Legal Rights, providing they came to out-live them, Yea there are 
not many Ages paſt ſince the Heir apparent's being only attended by a great« 
er Train than the King then reigning over theſe Kingaoms uſed to be ac- 
companied with, s theught to have given that jealouſy to the Father as cof 
#he young Gentleman his Life. Surely conſidering the preſent poſture of af- 
fairs, and the obnoxtouſneſs of the Papiſts to the Law, for their many and. 
continged Conſpiractes againſt his Majeſties Perſon, the Lives of the Peo- 
ple, the Proteſtant Religion, and the Peace and Safety of the Government , 
vw were the King and Kingdoms Intere(t to have the D. of Y's, Title (as ts. 
bis Succeeding to the Crown) to be left undetermined and doubtful, Noy 
6A @1y thing ſo effettnally conduce both to the Kings own Security, and go 
OF 


——————— 


» 0s 9 


=” «3 wy 
" of his Proteſtant SubjeAs,as to leave C D. of Ys. under 4 Belief that ſhould 
© the-King be taken away, there 1s one ſtill behind, that can diſpute the Crown 
* with him. Nor can the D. of Y. purſuing the having the Right of Suceeſſi- 
on at this time ſetled,intimate leſs ro conſidering per ſons,but that the Papiits 
entertain new Deſigns atainjt his CMajeſtics fg and tat only they want 
ſuch a Declaration for the h:ſtening of the Execution of them. Your Lord- 
ſhip knows that Q. Elizabeth would never poſitively name her Succeſoiur, 
though often importtned by Parliaments ſo ro do ; for ſhe very well under- 
floog, that if ihs had been once done, foe ſhould afterwards Reegn only by 
bis conrteſie, and owe the remain of her Life, and 19: Peace of the Go- 
wernment to his Grace and Favour whom ſhe had publiſhed for preſum- 
ptive Heir. And truly th; Kings falling ſo immeata:ely ill after th: D. 
of Y. bad jo errneſily ſolicitcd for a formal Dec'aration of his bei2g next 
Heir to the Crown, eccaſioned ſome mens grounds of Fear, that his diſpatch 
z5 not only reſolved, but 1he Springs and Cauſes of it diſpoſed before, and that 
all things being ripe, this was meer ly contrived to facilitate the Dukes En- 
terance upon the Government: 

In bricf matters are arrived a* that paſs, that the Papiſts cannot ſuffer ' 
the King to continae, and the Duke and they long eſcape the demerir of 
their ations. For as his 2Za;eſty cannot ſubliſt nor preſerve the Reputa-- 
tion of his Crows and Governinent, many Months longer Without a Parlia- - 
Ment, no more can they, through the number, quality and palpableneſs of 
thcir Crimes bear one. Sv that the neceſſity of their Aﬀeaires, as well as 
their Inclinations, ſeconded by their Principles, oblige them by one means 
or an2thcr to'remove him. Whercin if they lucceed, as I ſce no ratio- 
nal foundation of Judging but that they will, there is nothing remains 
towards the preſerving our Religion, Lives and Libcrties, but to endeavour 
according to the Fore and Reſolve of 1he laſt Parliament, to revenge bis 
Death up the Papiſts. * Tis true the King would not be prevailed upon 
by any Importunicies (thoagh frequently made by the D. at the Board on 
Wedneſasy laſt) to order a Councel-Table Declaration in fayour of Yorks 
r;ght ro Succced in caſe His Majzity ſhouid dye before him, yet the buſi= 
nels would appear to be fo far gone, and ail things ſo diſpoled already in + 


proſpe& of whar they in:end, that rhey cannot withour hazarding their 


whole concernemen:s recall ch. mſelves from the purpoſe of murdering 
bim. Yeathe Kings not gratifying the Dake in his ſo often repeated ſair, 
will now ſerve only to poſſeſs them with ap;rehenfions of jealoulie and 
make them accelcrate rather than delay the wickedneſs. 'Tis pollible they 
may foreſee that it will be accompanicd with'greater hazards tharic would : 
have becn, could they have compaſled that Bulinz(s. But they are gone paſt 
reteat, and muſt either periſh by the-Sword of Juſtice, or ſeek to pro- 


re” 
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te themſelves, by deſtroying #C King. And though this failure give 
them greater apprehealions that they mult ſeek their tafery by recourle to 
force, than there would have becn cauſe for, had the Duke obtained ſuch a 
Declaration , yet men./n their circumſtances, and where there is no 2eds- 
um, will chooſe rather to venture the being ſlain in the field, than hang'd 
on a Gibbzr, or to haye their Heads cur off upon a Block, : 


_ Ninethly, AsT know not who dare proclaim the D. of X ſhould the R depart thislife 
before him, ſeeing the Houſe of Commons, in a Bill, twice read and paſt, have made it not 
only Capital, but Treaſonable to do it 3 So if my Information do not greatly deceive me, 
The D. of M, before he was taken rom his Mother iu Hellang and carried to Paris, went 
for, and was acknowledged as Prince of Wales. And conſequert!y to undermine thisTile, 
if inthe iſſue he ſhould prove ſo, 15 not leſs than Trea'on by the Statute. And your 
Honcur knows, that though the Ki:g's Afarmative might be of ſome fi,nificancy. to- 
wards tl.e Declaration of his Legirtiraacy, and corroberation of his Right to the Imperial 
Crown, yet his Negative impolts juſt nothing, when confronted with poſitive Evidence 
tothe contrary. | 


Laſt'y, Whereas the Partiſangand Paraſires of the D, of 7, would have it judged too 
great a reproach upon the King, that eyer he ſhould be thought to have marricd a perſon 
ofſolow a quaiity as Madam Walters; they do but in that diſcover at once their ſmall ac= 
quaintance with Hiſtory, and either their want of memory or ingenuity in what concerns 
his R H. Your Lordſhip doth very well know, that Edw.4, though aQually in the Throne, 
and withal a Magnanimous and Vi&orious Prince ; yet he Married ai ordinary Gentle- 
woman, and ſhe not only one of his own Subje&s, but theRelidt of a former Husband, and 
the \Viiow of an Enemy to his Crown and Family. Wh-reas the King when ſuppo'icd.to 
have married the D. of M's. Mother, was actually in Exile 3 theutmcſt ot his Poſſ:cſhors 
lying in ſome faint hopes, which his Right to the Eyg!:f Throne adminiſtred unto him. 
And as it is not improbab'e but that he found ir neceſſary ro marry rathes than by taking 
another courſe to alienate the minds of thoſe furtherfrom him, whoſe loy2 it was his In- 
tereſt torecover ;. So the deplorableneſs of his condition at that time gave him ſmall in= 
couragement to demand in Marriage any that was the Daughter of a neighbouring 
Kivg or Monarch. Nor is itdificult to conceive how-far the Wit, Beauty, and Air of 
ſuch a Lady as Madam Walters was, might prevail upon and entangle a youag Prince 
both naturally e Azzorovs, and always an admirer of ſuch Qualifications. Nay, My Lord, 
though the D. of Y. hath been twice Married, and when in much better circamftanci $ 
chan the King thenwas;yet be hath no- great cauſe of bearing himſelf upon theAntiquity 
or Greatneſs of the Families into which he hath Matched, For, I'm ſure neither. of his 
Putchcſles derived thzir Deſcent from ſo eminenta Pedigree or of that Figure in Herald: y, 
a5 the PD. of M's. Mother. proceeded fi om. They are great Strangers in England, who do 
not know that her Father was a Gentleman of an old Br:#tifh Livage, and ftood poſlcflcd 
of a much airer Eſtate, than the late Lord Chancellor Hide was. ever bora unto, And 
though 1 will caſt no RefleRion upon his Acquiſitions, yet this may be affirmed with mo- 
deſty, That he was more indebted to the favour of his Prince for them, than any cxtra- 
ordinary meirit in himſelf, er recommendatfon by the Dignity and Services of his An- 
ceſtors. And cae would think the returns he made unto his Majeſly in more than@ 
thouſand Inſtances, ſhould not reader the King very fond of tranſmitting the Crown to 
bis Off-ſrpring. ki : F 


” 
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' My Lord, having endeavoured to obey you in one of your Commands, ] ſhall in the 
next place apply my ſelfro the confideration of your ſecond, And to caſe your Lordſhip of 
all unnzcef[ ry and ſuperfluous trouble, 1 ſhall not entertain wich any long CharaCtez of 
Sir Gilbert Gerrard, as pre{\uming that that Gentleman is f ully knewn unto you, All ] ſhall 
there'ore ſay concerning him is, That he is ſtill the ſame, and of the ſame Principles he 
was when he ſuffered ſo much {or the King in the late Times. That is, He # a Loyal Su "Ml 
j8F, a good Proteftant, and a true Engliſh man 3 one who will Obey hu Prince as far as Conſci- 
euce, Law, aud Honour will allow him, buz will [acrifice none of theſe, neither upon Mercinary 
terms, nr to aunid impettaent cangers. Andas it we:e happy tor the King, were all his 
Subjes of that Figur?, ſoit would greatly redound to the Honour of the Church of 
Enylani{to have all her M2:mbers of that Complexion and Temper. Nor ought his being 
put out of the Commiſſion of the Peace be conſtrucd asany Refleion upon him, ſeeing 
he hath ſo many worchy and deterving Perſons, in all the Counties of England ſharers 
with him in the ſame Fortune. Whartthe 1ccafion of that treatment: was, your Lordſhip 
fully underſtands, tho ycu Were no Way in:ercſted in the Affair ; and it 15 £0 be hoped 
that the King may in Timediſcover the pernitionſn:ſs of choſe Counſels which both pre= 
yented his hearkcning to the humble Entreaties of many of his People, and have influ= 
enccd him todiſobligea great number of his beſt Su9jets, .*m ſure, both his Majeſty and the 
King om do already ſenſibly ſuffer by it, while the Gen!12mes themſelves, are only dif- 
charged from a burthen. There may poſltoly be ſome mean ſouls who covet being in the 
Commiſion, to obtain a reſpe& in their Country, or to make a gain by ther Office and 
Employment, but Sir G{b:rs with thoſe other Gentlemen who are in the ſawe predica- 
ment with'him. are perſons, who in their greateſt 'privacics, can command-a-detcren E 
from 2'l about th2m, and whom God hathiblefſed both with Eſtates and Minds which exs 
alt them above the temprations off fees for Wararnts, of Gratuities for connivance at 
the breach of his Majefties Lawes, 


But my Lord thatI may give you the better the Hiſtory of this TranſaQion, or rather: 


fairce concerning Sir Gilbert Gerrards appearing before the Councel ; you may be pleaſ- 


ed to know that he was ſent for by a letter under the hand of my Lord Sunder. land requir- 
ing him to come immedintely up. And becauſe a Miſſve by the Poſt might have too 
much preſerved thePriviledg ofa Member of Parliameur, and intimated too great a reſpe& 
toa Gentlman whoſe Brother had loſt his life for owning his M«jeffies intereſt under 
Olrver Cronwsl, and himſelf undergone coſtly and ſeyere impriſonements ; there was a 
Creature tiled a Gentelman Uſher ordered to carry the Lerter and to bring him ro Whic » 


Hall. 


Now thovgh Sir Gilbert, was hatdly recovered from a fit of the Stone, and remained 
confined by weakneſs to his Chamber when theſe Blades arrived at his Houſe ; vethe im+- 
mediately complyed with the meſſage a:d addreſſed himſelf to his Journey with all the 
expedition he could, thereby teſtifvingar once his obedience to his Aajeſiie and the (ecu- 
rity he e:j-yed in his own mind as to his innocency thongh he knew not what he was ſere - 
for. Being come to the Court, inſtead of meeting with my Lord Sunderland, there was ag 
order lefr forthe co:ciuQing him to My, Coventry who was then the other Secretary of 
State, though he hath fince refinged to Si. Leyonel Fenkins. But whereas every rati- 
enal man wou d have apprehended that a Parliament man being {eifed and brought dfar 
priſoner within the time of priviledg, could have been que*ioned concerning nothing leſg 


ehan a Piot toiſlifinate rhe King, or a Con'piracy of Levying War againſt rhe Govern- 
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ment ; yet all he was interrogated 4% late Lord of Durham had at any time 
efitruſted bzm with a Black Boy-cantaining a Contract of.Marraige between the R:ug and 
the Dake of Aonmoaths Mothen, 0: whether he had ſeen any ſuch Contratt. You may 
eafily apprehend that he was nut a little ſurpriſed after all the fatigue and expence they 
had put him unto, to figd himfelf examined in relation to ſo ridiculous and Romantick a 
ſtory. However being obliged to make a civil Arſwer, he cold the Secretary, that he was 
neither entruſted with ſuch a Box, nor had ſo muchas heard ot ſuch a Conerat, Which 
Reply of Sir Gilbert's being recorded in writing, Mr, Coventry was pleaſed to te:l him ( by 
what Warranty we may poffibly know ſome ocher time ) that he was obliged bot to fub. 
ſcribe it and to ratify it by an Oath. | Sir Gz!ber: being more amazed than before, replyed, 
Thar as he littie imagined that he had bcenſear for upon-a buſinels or that nature, ſceing 
he knew no reaſon way his name ſhould be intereftedinit, ſo he wou'd neather ſet his 
Hand to the Anſwer he had given, ncr take hisOath to confirm it. And indced he had 
reaſon for what he ſaid, for how could he know but that this might be a leading Queſton 
eo ſomething elſe, for whoſ>ever had invented that fabulous ſtory, might with as much 
truth and with moreſcnce have charged bim with ſome criminal matter. Accordingly 
in itead of contraſting itfurther with Mt» Coventry , he only asked whether he was fere 
for thicher, and taken into Cuſtody as a Criminal, 'To. which the Secretary is reported 
ro have returned, Thathe had no other dire&ions than to ask him che fore-going Queſti- 
ON, Which he endeavoured by many Arguments to have cbtained his Reply. unto uuder 
Oath, But Sir Giibert wholly declining to ſwear, and repreſenting that he had come 2 
Jong and tedious Journey whereof he was weary, defired to know how he ſhould be Gifs 
Poſed of. Whereupon he was told that he might go to his Lodging. provided he 
I would” promiſe to attend the King and Counſel the Mod foilow: "8: . Where 
ye ng 249” baying at the time made bis appearance, he was called in after that c2 judges had been 
IF" ering or + Aod: Ec e$ p68 KN phos e 
he was notſeut for thither tobe charged wit ny Crime, butronly@ ao Dath — 
the late Biſhop of Durham had not configned to him a Black Bax, wHttrcin was cantefricUa , 
Contra of Marriage betwixt his Majeſty and the D. of M's, Meter, Tv which ha- 4, ; 
Ying replyed 25 befure, and withall excuſed himſelf from- taking any Oath Ir fuck caſcs 4 
wherein the Law had not preſcribedg,. . There were many Arguments pied. to perfwade 
im, and long Harangues tepreſenting the miſchieyouy conſequences which a doubtful 


| obey, namely that 
hap, namely tha 


Title might occaſion. Bur he inſiſting upon'the Rights of an Englihay 
he ought not be required to ſwear but inſuch Caſes as the Law did appoiur, al} theJudges,g..- © 
and in conjanCtion with them, my Lord Chanee#our, gave their Opinion, that he was 0þs ' +: 
];ged by the Law to take his Oath ina 'matrer of this great moment. threatned the Nation 
which no leſs than what fell out between the Houſes of Nirk and Ling8tr Which as ,,- 
cordingly he did, to the purport already intimated, wiz, That he knew nefnch thing as a 
Black Box, nor any thing relating toſach a CantraR. of Marriage as he Was then interro- 
gated abont, Now, my Lord, I know net bow a Gentleman could have carried it with 
more True, Courage and Hononr, "than Sir Gilher} &id- © For, as the Opinion cf the 
Judges were to over-rule him as to what way Law. ſo-only a Parliament is capable of. 
Judging whether they aQed conſonantlyto their Duty. . And till that happy our come, 
commend your Lorg/91Þ to the divine Prote tion, And am,, Is LH 
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